
„Every step forwards and each smile makes all our efforts more 
than worthwhile,“ says Lesinda Cunningham, head of Elim 
Home. Since 1963, Elim Home in South Africa has provided a 
place to live for children with disabilities.

Elim Home is a residential special care facility in South Africa for 
children and young adults with severe intellectual and physical 
disabilities. The home believes that “every life has a meaning” 
and is dedicated to providing optimal care and maximising the 
potential of its residents. For the families affected, the support 
that the home provides is a huge relief. The girls and boys often 
come from disadvantaged families and have barely any access to 
medical care.

Full service: 24-hour care and home visits
Lesinda Cunningham and her nursing staff provide their residents 
with intensive care that is supplemented by other therapies, such 
as physiotherapy and occupational therapy aimed at enhancing 
the level of independence of each child. The home has also 

developed new ideas and concepts, such as teaching the children 
to help in the home’s gardens. The freshly harvested vegetables 
land on the table or are sold to generate a small additional 
income.

Since 2013, there have been two additional outside care groups, 
each about 40 kilometers from Elim Home. The groups support 
more than 30 children with the care and therapy they need as 
their families live too far from Elim. 

It was thanks to an earmarked donation that a photovoltaic 
system was installed on the roof of the Elim Home in 2023. This 
helps to reduce the costs and makes the home independent of 
the unreliable power supply that is often cut off for up to ten 
hours a day. 

Elim Home is the largest local employer
In the town of Elim, a missionary settlement which started in 
1825, Elim Home is the largest employer providing jobs for a total 
of 47 women from the surrounding area. Elim Home is part of the 
diaconal programme of the Moravian Church in South Africa 
(MCSA). Since the South African Department of Health funds only 
40% of the home’s costs, Elim Home needs our and your support.

Your donation helps Elim Home to care for children 
and young adults with disabilities and to provide them 
a home and support
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Church - local and worldwide. The Evangelical Mission in 
Solidarity (EMS) connects people from Europe, Africa, Asia and 
the Middle East.
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